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RUSSIA: TAKE 1 OF 2--Kursk May Have Been Attacked by ‘Two
Foretgn Submartnes, - Says Moscow Paper

geguaulzu Moscow Moskovskiy Komsomolets tn Russtan 18 Aug #4

[Article by Yurty Kochergin, Aleksandr Morozov, and Viktor
$?k=5k03.]"l.a§'t Battle In Bgre_nts Sea? Squadron Bends But Does Not

eld...

LFBIS Translated Text]l As of today there are more than enough
theorles about the disaster to the multirole nuclear submarine
Kursk: from a collision with a Worid War II mine to poor crew
training. The former 1s put forward by offlclal Russian
representatives, the latter b? Americans. People have even gone so
-lf’%ll;'as to say that the submarine might have been attacked by...a

Moskovskly Komsomolets Is publishing another theory which, let
us be frank, !s equally fantastic. At least three sources agree on
the sequence of events discussed below. Thus, In high-ranking
circles 1t was hinted to us, under lg'trh:t secrecy, that the
posnbllltgmgs not ruled out that the Kursk was attacked by...two
foreign submarines and sunk by a powerful MS5-48 torpedo.

This tnformation, let us s at once, Is absolutely wlthout any
documemar;il confirmation and could be Interpreted as Just the usual
rwnomﬁ dl\ | the same, we felt we had no right to let 1t pass
u ced.

...Spotting the mergence of a |ar?e squadron from the
Severomorsk base was mot so very difflcult, and as a consequence
two untdentifled submarines were hanging around In the regfon of
the |arge-scale Northern Fleet exerclses from the very flrst day of
the maneuvers. That Is the established procedure: NATO submarines
have been stttlneorlght on the tall of Russian submarines on patrol
duty ever since Id War times. Theg also track all more or less
stgnificant naval exerclises, admittedly from a safe distance. The
Russian seamen knew very well that there were now two Los
Angeles—class US submarines close by. They say that at first they
did not get In the way of the progress of the exerclses at ail --
they kept thelr distance: After all, the Russtan fleet was
carrying out Itfve misstle launches at training targets.

Then, 1t 1Is conjectured, the sltuation changed: The forefgn
submarines came practically right up to our squadron. In general,
accordtn? to all the written and unwritten rules, during exerclses
of this kind any unidentifled target that does mot respond to
signals and questioning 1s destroyed —— that ts a securfty
requfrement.

The forces of the Northern Fleet, still| according to conjecture,
made several threatening maneuvers to drive the persistent
submarines further away from the area of the exercises. At first
gh?g dtd not venture t0 take extreme measures. Not for the time

efng. .

It 1s not ruled out that on the approach to Severomorsk the
muclear submarine Kursk was ordered to drive away the uninvited
guests. The submarine went onto an attack course.

Let us turn to forelgn sources. "Two US submarines and the
surface reconnalssance ship the Loyal were observing the maneuvers
tnvoiving the Kursk,®™ a US Intel Irgence spokesman ammounced In an
officlal press statement. "Contact wlith the Kursk was lost soon
after the US tracking ships Intercepted a twice-repeated req:est
from on board the Kursk to flre two torpedoes. After that there
was a btg exploston, recorded by US recommalssance ships.”

Could 1t be that the commanding offlicer of the Kursk, Captaln
First Rank Gemmadly Lyachin, had one of the enemy boats In his
sights (to all appearances, he did not detect the second)? Hho
knows ? Maybe a request to fire torpedoes was submitted to the
command. t seems that he recelved the command, only not to fire
for effect, but as a warning ~—— a double shot across the bow and
stern of the enemy submarine to show that they were not
Joking. Let us remind you that all this 1s only at the level of
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conjecture. According to this scenarlo, the enemy fixed the launch
and fired a return salvg which the Kursk managed to dodge with an
antl torpedg maneuver. Our submarime soared up from a depth of 8#
meters t0 3% and prepared to surface —- the ralsed antennas on the
sall tndicate this. And then the most unexpected thing may have
happened: The Kursk was hit during the countermove b§ a torpedo
from the second submarine (the one tt had not nottced). This time
the Russian submarine did not manage to dodge...

An Interesting fact: A few days after thls, as one of our
sources Informed us, a certaimn Hestern speclal service carrled out
satelilte photoaraphu of the Kursk 1ying on the bottom of the
Barents Sea. The conclustfon of the foretgn experts was thls: The
nature of the damaﬁe to the boat and 1ts posttion on the sea bed
are consistent with...a torgedq hit In close fighting by a ship at
a distance of 2d-25 cables (about 4,580 meters).

However, |f belleve all of this and think that the forelgnm
experts correctly analyzed the sttuation that led to the slnkln% of
the Kursk, ]t remalns unclear why our submarime did not report the
underwater battle by radlo.

...The other day Putin and Clinton had an unplanned 25-minute
telephone conversatton the detalls of whtch are belng kept secret.

P.S. At the Navy Maln Staff press service we were Informed that
among the officlal theortes that exIst at present, only the
hypothas!is of a collision between the Russtan submarine and a
forefgn submarine {s being constdered. The theory about damage to
the hull of the nuclear submartne Kursk by a ifve torpedo or
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