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CENTRAL INTEL;.LIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

13 March 1953 

The Honorabl.e 
The secretary of Def'ense 

. Department of Defense 
V&sh1.Dgton 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: . 

. The Director of' Centra1 Intell1gence bas asked that ~u. be 
tw::n,1sbec.'t: a copy ot the attached report prepared by a panel of 

, scientists On. the subject ot "Uniclent1tied 7.Q"ing Objects." This 
panel. 11&8 cOnvened at the direction of Gene~ Smith, f'ollov1ng the 
recom.endaUoil of the Intell:1gence Advi.aory CoIImittee. 

The concJ.usions and reco_~nda.tions ~ be of interest to you, 
in that they po1nt out certain potent1al dangers to national security 
which are related ~o the subject and suggest ways of their e1im1nation. 

Al.tbough this Agency-does not cOf18~leIl8-aria!ng-~·~---·--~~ 
s1sht1ngs of "fl:y1ng saucers" pr1mar1.ly its eoncern, ve sball be 
pleased to assist 1n any appropriate action that you may deem ad-
visable. , . 
,or..', d~~)).y. 
~ fopies at, this report are also being sent to the SeU'etaJoyY'&f ? 

q~~eM_~and tQ-,~Cbair1uan. NatioDal. Security Resources Board. 
- ell: ' ~ 0,., . rr-,.. 

Enclosure 

~ ~ Sineerely yours" 
~~ 

? 

RICJWU) D. DBAIN 
Secretary 

Intell.1gence AdTisory Coaa1 ttee 

JEanET • 
'3 !Ii i bI Ii Idlia 

TIlls materl.1 c;olltains infllrcu:lion 
aff.cting the natillnal d,f'"1e of .iI. Uai •• d Stat.s wltb the maalll"f 
., tlat I.plona,. I.ws, TitI, 18, USC, 
'OCI. 193 and 794, a"d transmission. 
or "' .... Iaflon of wIIlell In any ma"ner to 
CIl Inauthorlzed p.rson I~ prohIbited by' 

I.WseCDef'. C~nt. No., 0 'rl/JI D 
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REPORT OF THE SCIEN?'IFIC p~ 
ON 

Uif.[DENTIFIEDFLYIBGOBJECTS 
JAN 171953 

1. Pursuant tp the requeat ot the Ass;i.st8nt Direc::torfor Scientific 

Intelligence, the. :mtdersigned Penel of' Scientific::' Consu:J,;tmits bas me'c to 

evaluate any poasible threat to national security posed bY,Unident1tied , 
, 

Flying Objects (''Flying Saucers n), and to Jll2ke rec~dations thereon. 

The 'P&.1lel has received the evidence as presented. by cognizant intelli­

gence.agencies', 'pr:ilnarily the Air Technical Intelligence Center, an.d has 
. .. . .' . ' .. 

. . ·reTievedl·;:~~i~~t~'~'·'~~:t~, ~~st &,eUDiented incidents. 
'. • "... • ••• :., , .F '; •• ' 

2. As a result ~ 1 ts 'c~nslderations, the Panel '~~~i~de~:" , 
.' . 

a. '1he.t the evidence presented on Un~dent11"ied !'lying 

Objects shows no indieatiOii that-these 'plien~ eonati~ute 

a direct physical threat to nation8J. security. 

We firmly believe that there is no residuum of eases wbich' iilctlee.tes 
,~ :':' .. , . . . . ' . ..... . 

phen~na vh1Ch ~e attributable to foreign artifacts cspeble of hostii~ 
,.. ,-' . '. ..' t . 

acts ~ end ,~iit theFe ,is no, evidence that the, pbeJ:l~a : ind;ieate a ,need 
._ I ~.;; •• ' s. ... . ' I .. " • 

for ,the r~ion of ~t sc1en~i~1c concepts. 
• ... . 1 . --. ,I.. 

3. ~e Panel f'urther, concludes: 
" . 
a. That. the. 'continU~ ~1s -~ the report~g' of . 

, . . : .~ 

~e'se' pbenomene.. does, :in these' parlous times" result in a 

threat to the orderly functioning of the protective' organa , .... 

of the body poll tic. 

We cite as :examplee the clOgging of cbenriela ot communica-t.ion by irrelevant 

reports, t:he danger of being led by continued false alarms to ignore real 

3 

'" 

Se~De~_ COllt.;.,~.~'~:olfi1j).:' 
. ,. - ... --..:-..-- ;~. _.:. __ .-. ---------' -,--
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-indicationS of hosti~e action, and the- cultivation ·of-a-morb1d nationai 

psychology in ~ich skillf'ul hostile propaganda. could induce ~sterice.l­

bebavi~r end harmful distrust of duly constituted authority. 

4. 1~ order most etfeetive~ to strengthen the national ~ac111tiea 

for the timely recognition and the appropriate handling of trueindica.tiona 

_of hostile scti~# and to minimize the concomitant d&ngel-s allud~ to 

ab~Je I the- Penel ::ecOmmeDds: 

a. Tnat the national security agencies take immediate stepa 

to strip the Unidentified Flying Objects of' the specie.l status they 

,have been ~ven and the aura of ~stery they hs;v'e tm1'ortunately 
.. -. ":" 

'., .... : :':',.'. " 

:~ >'<::_':"; e.cquired~ 

b.- Tbat-:t.he nat1o~ ~ecm.tty e.&encies iilstitute P011~:i.es 

on1ntelligence, tr.8in1ng l and 'public' ~ucation desiSued to prepare 

the material. defenses end the morale of the count.....-y to recognize - - - . ----------------- - ----,--. --=-

most promptly -e.nd to react most effectively to true iildieation.s . ,-

of' hostile intent or action. 

·V~ suggest that these a1l!is may be achieved by an integr&~ progi-sm 

deDigued to resssure the public o;f the total. lack of· evidence of inimical 
.. , ..,. j 

:f'orees : behiDd -the pbencmena, --to train pe:t;'sonnel to recogrlize' and reject 
-. 

- f'aJ.se indi~tions quickly end effecti~ely# and to strengthen regulQr 

c~els ~or' the evaluation of and PromPt' react'iori to true 1nd;j.catione 

of' hostile-measures. 

lsI Lloyd V. Berkner 
. _ Associated Universities" Inc. lsL!: P e' Robertson - , Cbe.irman . 

·CsJ.1:1'ornia Institute_ of Tecbnology hi s. A. Goudsmi"\i • _ 

University of California 

i 

Brookhaven liationel. Laboratories 

Johns H~kin8 University 
• § g P 7 S. 

::2-

I. 
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scmfrIFic ADVisoRy PANEL ON 

. UNIDEm'IFIFll FLIING OBJEJTS 

14 :. 11 'JanUary 1953 

" 

.' 

:' . 

.. "7 ",; •. - • 

20 ATic S~tus aDd' PrOgress ~s of '!TojeDt GRlJOOE ~ &eject 
SurE BOOK (cOde namElP tar AT1'C· etWl7 or eubject) o. . . 

,. . Progt-eaa Reports·. ot ProjeCt STCIRK· (~ name far Battelle Mamoria1 
ID8t1tute.co~t york a1~ ;A.TIC). . . . 

" ..... . ",' 
• • ." I, 

.. 

.. ' ... ': .. 4~·· .• ~., R8pcxrt':'~~ S~t1rig~".at·. Rollan'lli Force &set HeW Mex1coq 

. ~ ':" :" , . :.":-: .. ~' ·:···~··-t·~~·::-~··~·i·"-/~·~~:·"~;··~):·-:.:·:~",,:: .. ... ~.:.:: .. : ... :;.~.,:~ '~.:.:. ," .. ." ..... ~ ..... '.'~- ........ ', 
··5~·· . RePort ot. USAF·Re~ .. Cent~~·· Cambddge~·:.Nds.~ . mre8t1g&t1On of· 

""'_ . "IM_ ~_ •• " 'IlL.. ". '., (~ . ".U1"'kft'T1:'I) .. ·· .. . ., .. ' 
. Ul.-e&2l ~: ... euv...u.· "'utmOIDeDa'" ~ject .. .&."J.1'II~·. . .', :._: :'," 

• • .. l. . : .... ','. . . '.' . 

6 •. 0utl1ne< ~~8t~ti~ of U.FeO:'a Proposedby' nrtiand.~·.FGrce 
Bue {&oject .~UH?E~;' : :.'. ~. .-,--,_. ~~_~.~_ .. ' 

,. \ " .. 

. 7. MOtion Picture 'Films .or.a~ht~9 at' TrElllOZXton, ~,' '2~:'~1952, 
aDd Great Falla, Montana. August 1950~. .: . . .. '. . 

8.. sUmmar,.·.R~ or 8CJ Se1~ ~cases. or"~1Dga" or. wri0U8 
ca~egories (rormations~ BHnktng I4hts~ Hova:'1ng~ ·eW.). . . '. ~ . :. '. ....... . . .. 

11~ 

9'; . ih:art of mamw1a .Haw to· ~~ . a' ~~~" Prepar~. at ATlDo 
," ~_ .. ,.,,' •. ".~ ....... '; ~~ ':: •. : ....... ~ ': ••. :' ~ ", "" . ',' • : •. ..... r :,' ',: ,.... .. ••••• . • .' ~'. ~;' ... .:.... 

10. 'Chart ShoviDg Plot ·of Geographic Location or Unexplained Sightings 
in 'fJle United St&~ dUring'1952. .; .... ~ .-.-:.' . . ""'. . 

Crurl Sh~ ~~,'~~~:~~g ·~it~s·1n-'~e U~ted ,~~~, . ;': 
. . . - . ...... .. j .... ' "~', c·." ...... : ~ ..... : ............ :: .. '. . .' '. . .: . 

Charts ~owing. Selected Ae~' Balloon'rught Paths ~Relat1on 
to Reported S1ght~.. .. .' . . . 

"12~ 

13 •. Charts showing FrequcmoyOf Reports Of S1ghtiDgs, 1945 .:. 19520 ' 
. . '. .' . '. . 

140 Charls Sh~ Oa~~iesofEXp~t1ons ot Sightings. 

15. ~ome TrG.nSparene1ee or Polyethylene Film BallOons in Bright 
. ~t Show1~ 'High Raf'lectiv1ty ~ . 

, l§ 
a f 7 £2 £ 2 a 

aaa .. ' 

. . 1' . .~ '.' .. ' . 
-_._. ___ 1_- ,._, ••• _ ._ •.•. 
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TAB B 
" . 

.f ', .. ' . 
. . . 

•• - ..,." - 1 __ _ . __ • _" •• __ • _ •• _ _ . 

. ~ . ".' .. 

16. MOtIon picture ct 8~8 in bright 81m"fight showiDg high .ref'lectiv1tT. 
• • • _.' .. " J • ' • ; : 

1'0 Inte1ligence Reports·Re1e.~ to U~S.8.R.o ~et"est in U. S. S~ght1l1g8 • 

. ,18. Samples ot Official USA!' R~lilg Fors aDd Copies of PCIl"t1Dont 
~ Force, krJrq aDd rlavy. Orders Rela:fiiDi to Subject. 

J • • • ." 

190 Sa.mple, PolYethylene .P1ll~ B8ll00n (54 inChes' s~) • 
. .)ij,:~·· ". . '. . '. -', . 

20 •. ·Variations iIl"Radar Coverag&·, Jm lel ' (Manual illustrating unusual. 
operating cber&Ct8l"i~cc of ~ce ~). . 

I .'. . . • ' .". .'. ~ • ' I . 

'210 . H1acelLmeQUS. official letters and foreign :lDtell~gence reports 
dMl1~ with subject. . .. ' . 

.' .', '. 

22. CoPt .. of po]W.ar p.lbuahed worka deol1:ag·v1tb·wbject (arUcle8' 
111 pqrr1~8. J1(N8pl~ clippings andbooka). ' 

-:," . 
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.OOGANIZATION 

Dr;. B. p. Robertsc (Ch.a1rzD!o) Cal.1ton:da Instituto 
. : .. of Jechnolegy 

Dr e' tlo,d V. Berbw. 

. University of 
Callio1-n1a .' 

Associated ti~over­
D1ties$I IDol' 

! ~ . . 
~ ... \ .. ,' :Dr· .... Suuei. Goudatdt· . 

i' '-Lj,~~G> 
Brookhaven NatioDal: 

.' . "1 Iabaratoiies . 
' . 

. ..... ~;: •• ~ .... ~.: ..• : .. : ••• ,!,' 

. '.: ":;:.':;.~~~';~. ~aai-Ch '. 

i • 

; . 

" ' .. . . . 

.A§SOOIATE .Mmml!M : 
. Dr~ ;'J::'¢.en ~. 

. . Mr.'. ~eder1ck C. Durant . '. .. ~ '. ~. 

, . ~.' . ':.: 

.. OperatiOns, JohnS 
. ' ~~ University 

' . 

: (!:do State Un1'V~ 
. sity 

. Arthrir D.' Little . . ., 
. Inc. 

lNTmVmfE:~~> .. 
. '.: ... i!;~i)~f;'~~~-:~;ij.;am '1{~' GarlaM;· ~'lJ!!I8nd;ng General, ........... ; ";":;:. ::.::..... <: ~..TIC .'. 

. , .~, ..... .. 
, ........... . 

.. .. ' 
.. ' '" Dr~' ::B~: '~shan' Ohe.dwel1 . 'ASs·.-stairt. D!:rector, 

'. ~ .. 
. . . " "':'., ' ... ..... . . .. , 

.. '. ,:' !1r'. Ralph L.~· .Clark· 
, , .. , . 

' .... 

7 

'. bi~It OIA . . . 

Deputy J.aaiet.a.nt 
~eo,'~0'l1, O/SI, OIA 

S·ElteTld':t:p:]=?:=d~Ollln"4 

~.-- .. __ .. __ .:: .... o.~~ 0' 

",\ ," ',. 
.',. :~ '.l, ... " ... 

·TAB L. 

. 11l!!W OF OOMPErF.,J 

.. Physics, 2tadar 

Atomic structure, 
. stat:1at.ies.l .' 

problems 

. . ."AStzo-. 
~"'" ph;s1c,s" . 

. ROckets, gUided 
. missUes 

Sc1ent.1fic and 
'. tech:Dici4 1.btel11";' 

genef) 

Scientific aDd 
." teobn1cal int~lli':' 

gence 

Sc1ent.1!'ic and 0 • 

. I 

technical intelli .... 
gence 

. . 

. . 
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!To Pbil1p G. ~ 

tist" I. '7 • TAB .C 

UET.:R...Ql..C .. QMfR~L 

Seien't1t!c wrd 
t«-hn1eeJ. ~lll:'" 
~ 

Se1ct1tiD and. 
tectm'cal. mtell.1.­
gem. 

Capt. ~ Z. Ruppttlt. tJs.&p· Chief» J.erW PbfP'!ClVJ1'4 Bei~ aJld 
BnlIeh" A'l'lC, USA7 teehn1cal1Jl!t~ 

. 
i ! . 
! 

, .' 

'tt·o Ro'. S.'lfeUh~ USI . 
. .- '.,. i .'," 

. ' 

ge!ll3e 

TD.. !»..hjl'Ccrporat1cn Aero)k)go 

,USI Photo ~ ihot.c 1rttG%'pret4t.io:!l 
" Uon z.bz'a~" 

A!*JosUA ' 

USI PhotO Intorp:ret.- . lltoto ~t4~ 
- . t10n lebCrat4R7, 
~ 

SU' . 9' 3 • zart'. 
4 


