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fhuman heart—into fanother youl. ich, maybe, is
drawn to us more stfongly thar 10 the temple?
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Three of the 17 ghrishes functia {ng now in Vologods-
kaya Oblast (noy/counting the newly opened church in
Toum)nnmv lages in the ncarby\area. Apparently, it
is for this vegy reason that the lm; (vyeadnoye)
conference of bedep-mneald‘ %
tion of the Vg :hyCPSUobl:om Ilcldllm.
conference ¢ med the question “ofy the individual
xnwh the atheistic education of fhe population.”
bot the reader with an exposi "ofiudnvnd-
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“Are We Religious?")

[Text] The process of renewing society has made the

of the human being. his spirituality and moral-
ity, paramount. In this conncction a great deal of atten-
tion is being given to questions of the attitude toward
veligioun, the level of scceptance of religious culture, and
its place and role in spiritual culture and in the life of
contemporary society.

The Scientific Research Center of the Higher Komsomol
School of the All-Union Leninist Komsomol Central Com-
mittee conducted a sociological study on this subject. They
questioned 420 representatives of the youth intelligentsia
and coliege students i in Moscow and u:mnmd iiicluding
doctors, teachers, engincers, and representatives of the
creative professions. In addition, young believers in the
non-traditional religious grouping of Hare Krishna were
questioned by the identical methodology.

Onlhehmoflhcdau received we can say that the
interest in , above all in religious culture and the
elluul side relt;ious teachings, is quitc high among

the youth intelligentsia; about 40 percent of all the young
people surveyed were familiar with religious literature
{mainly the Bible, less commonly the Koran and the
Talmud), and the interest shows most martedly among
the creative intelligentsia.

Young people are attracted first of all by the historical
and literary value of these works. In their answers they
oﬂenspukofﬂnhumiunndwmlomnpnmdm

#hat some respondents consider the Bible's ; esics
ﬂmdyfwthemlday:uwyemderm ind of
“futurology.” Tﬁu is found most commonly among

 agreed with the statement that in ordinary
4dcas there is a mixture of national and religious con-
cepts and that it is ofien impossible to separate national
from religious traditions. Pechaps this is why the growth
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in national seif-awarencss which has been manifested
more and more vigorously in recent years carries in itsclf
somewhat idealized ideas of the role of religion in
matinoal culture. Thus, 23 percent of the creative youth
fecl that national culture cannot exist without religion,
and overall 164 mnl of the respondents hold this
puint of view,

Aﬁuwmwumm»mlnml that

It appears that such a “radical™ position in part of the
intelligentsia may be caused by a reaction of rejection of
that “atheistic™ stercotype that has been anificially
imposcd for many years. At the same time it is dircct
evidence of an inadequately mature civic position in
some young people. a result of equating the concepts of
religion and morality, religion and culture, and %o in the
ideas of these young people.

A significant number of respondents (about 30 percent)
expressed the opinion that one of the primary reasons for
the preservation of religious feeling is shortcomings in
the sysicm of education and indoctrination, which docs
not adequately mold a scientific materialist worldvicw.
Thus, 10 the question, “Did the knowledge received in
these classes help you in realizing and formulating prin-
ciples and goals in life and in searching for answers to the
questions that are important to you?" 38 percent
answered, “No," and 30 percent were unable to give any
answer at afl. But this is just one aspect of the gencral
problem of dechumanization of the system of education
and indoctrination.

Along with the youth intelligentsia these same questions
were answered by a group of young believers, followers
of the Hare Krithna cult. The answers to questions about
the level of teaching of history and literature are practi-
cally the same for both groups. But 70 percent of the
belicvers gave a negative assessment 10 the role of the
humanitarian knowledge received in school. If we con-
sider that the ranks of the belicvers are filled most often
by emotional, suggestible types who are casily wounded
pavchologically, then the damage (o their spiritual world
that is caused by the mechanical, stercotyped approach
0 humanitarian culture could have been the initial
mpetus 10 withdraw into mysticism. it is ot
wserpeising that an absolute majority (95 percent) of them
think that religion fosters an awakening of the higher
spiritual principle in people.

RELIGION

While traditional. canonical religious culture attracts the
mcngml of about half of the respondcents, & majority (80
percent) are interested in questions linked to mysterious
phenomena of pature and the human mind (UFO's,

sclepathy. telckinesis, the bioficld, and the like). There is
a2 sitable infatuation with dream hooks, horoscopes,
fortunce tefling. and the like. Although 36 percent con-

. sider all of these things 8 kind of “game™ and somuthing

10 do “from horedom,™ 32 percent of the young people

surveyed link fortunc tefling with a hope 10 avoid dan-

gers and waplcasantness and a ‘desire to know onc's

:Mm and almost as many say llul they have encoun-

sered cases which veriﬁed certain signs, predictions, and
%0 On.

1 would like to point out onc other aspect of the problem
of non-traditional religion. This is that because of a

certain eclecticism and primitivism the so.called

“neocults™ are unable 1o perform the religious compen-
satory function and cannot scrve s a adcquatc means of
individual social adaptation. Therefore. politization of
the activity of non-iraditional religious groups is almost
incvitable. This is confirmed by foreign experience, and
by our own domestic experience. Most of the existing
associations which to onc degrec or another have a
religious (or pseudorcligious) orientation arc drawn to
consolidation. Steps are being taken to work out com-
mon ideas and programs whose purposc is to form a
political organization of believers, persons united by
“space religion,” and so on.

Many Sovict social scientists are now spraking of the
*“need to refine the existing pactices in classifying belicv-
ers with rcligious organizations considering the real
processes in the ideology and activity of our country's
religious organizations.” But while rejecting vuigar athe-
ism which has been imposed on mass consciousness for
many years, we must understand that idealized ideas of
religion and religious organizations are also unwise and
usually result from inadequate theoretical literacy and
humanitarian culture,

Under conditions of continued democratization of pub-

Jic life i the country the activity of religious organi-

smstions, including the non-traditional ones, will grow.,
COverall this is natural, and given all the diversity of the
situation there must be broader interaction with reli-
givus oragnizations and groups of believers in the social,
cultural, and sociopolitical spheres. Joint activity
veligious, public, and state onganizations offen an appor-
tunity for behievers 10 achicve social self-reatization ao

-only in the religious sphcrc. but also in solving socially

ﬁ;mﬁcanl problems. Such interaction can help reorient
the individua! and mold a scientific materialist woild-
vicew through concrete activity, through solving joint
probiems that are equally important to believers and
non-belicvers,




