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PN vy +x, Haydon Channiry:

70 1 _palstant for Jpergtions, 051 DATR; 9 kebruary 1953
S;; Ruaas BT
of, Contect wivizion, CO . .

FROM

SUBJECT: California Comzittee for saucer Investigstion

1. Roenntiy, a aexber of the Las ?ngchs ‘0ffice hed oceasion to hear Dr.
Yalter Kiedel tell sonething of the activitiez of thie Califorale Comxittee for

Saucer investigatioa (C3i). d#is commonts, as follows, zuy be cf incerest:

2. or. Riedel indicated he was formorly Chief Uosigner at "he Gerzan Ex-
perizentel Rocket Centsr at Vonneausnde, He has been in the UJd a3 a “peperoldj® .
scientist for soue years. MHe i3 nov a Projoet ungincer in the ssrophysich .

departaent (Guided .issiles) of the W  _Gorp, He gave every
impression of baing a ccupetent sciontat, eapes knowledgoabley on rocket
mavtors. He sesxmed a balansed parson, not givea to fixatians,

3. C3I has bean in operstion soue years, acuposed of private individuals
intrigued and sclancifically intereated in tindin; sa explanation for "sauaer”
phenocona. To duve, they have raceivad soas 1570 lettars relating to reported
aightings, Of thiy ‘mucber, they havae bean abls to inusdistely or quickly elisz-

inate 75» a» not vorta followeu),, Yhe greav projortion of this 25~ baw bsen
digoarded upoa further investigation, what vas aanevhat surpriaing vo the writer

was the exhaustivenesa with vhich these inveatigationa ure being mode, HNot only

are very careful caloulstions cade, AL the data exists, to gheok the possibility .
of ths ropert being tbylhn.uy poasible (e.z., in teras of lizes of sight), but

the individual reperting the aight 43 investigated i.-rlvauly at his plaes o
residence 1o e3tabliah a gene hao ol reliability and erodibility, Of

the  Ju investigated, pa 25 or ao alghtings havo baen ustablished aa #reliablat
in the zcnae that no kxnown axisting explanavion exiata for thom. ApgpAremtly, :most

of these heve besn forwarded to Uright Fisld, Layten, (hio, although thers appears

to ba a ti=e lag of come duration whils 031 1: aaking ita own cheok and ealeulationa.
ur, kiedelts dosoription of one roported sighting by a TWd pilot and crew, and the
Lfollow~up with resgect to it, was izpressive to the wriler in che though® applied,
the pains token, snd the very careful application of solentific methed, ,

4. So serious 1s C3I with reapsct te ita Anvestigation that Or. ledsl indi-
catsd that they ars going to exscute a plannad “hoaxM over tha Los Angelus area,
in order to test the reaction and raliabllity of the pubiie in general to unusual
aeris)} ghonos=enz. (The sightings reported over .jallbu in theslLod:Angelow.paperg.df.):
Jan' 53 could poasibly be this hoax,) :From this oxparizont, vhey hoje to azecortain
how many people report .an aerial visual phenononon waich has been aondusted so as to
ba clearly visibla to allarge nuxber of geople in the arca. They will also, of
course, be able to tost the variation ol roport dotaily, ete, This experinent ia

© daaignod Lo give & oouuqr brokgrownd ugoinst which futuro aightingscean b2 »+xluated,
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6. ipcarently, an oye and intovest are aluo directed toucrd the Uds.,

for rcgsj-},e??.&ﬂ-i&i’l‘&&“&?,éa_rﬂa&tqd._1:_;,_‘[.11_9_ PxaVua arc observed, This interest
T, also evidoni in the peper entitled “ockets fichind “the lron Lurtain",

sresanted bofore ihe anpual convention of the wzerican Hocket society in Hew
York City on 4 Dacexber 1952, by Georgs k. suvton, also of aorophysics Uepart-

pent {liorth izerican Aviation, Inc.)and as3cciated with Cil,

6. Of imoidental intereat may be the fact that Kia (Rational aeronautical
.saveiation) suggested politely ond parhopa indirectly to Dr. Riedal “hat he

disassociave hinself froa official mesberaship on C3Z.

T —

e s e

R

e A i o




