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REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIABLE VISUARL AND RADAR SIGHTINGS
EAST COAST SOUTH ISLAND : DECEMBER 1978
1. As a conseguence of initial adverss media comment about

Defence's rasponse to neus of the aslleged prasence of UFQ!'s off
the east coast of the Socuth Island on two svenings in December,
my staff undartook a study of the reported events, and prepared
a report for me. l

2, As you know we have traditionally adopted a 'low profile!-
interest in reported UF0 sightings, and until 22 Becember last had -
no special arrangements for responding to them. Thus, my staff,
{and subsequently myself) were not informed of the reported
sightings on the night of 21/22 December, until 1030 hours on 22
Dacember.

3. 8t that time, end only becsuse the sightings wera obsarve
by more than one SAFE Argosy crew on several occasions, visually ang
on their aircraft radar, and by Wellington Radar, I agreed that
should similar cirsumstances be reported again, the RNZAF would
attempt to put an Orion into thes area ito accurately observe and
report on unusual viguel, electronic or metsorological phenomena.
£ADMOT were informsd of the intent, and they arranged for the Air
Staff duty officer to be immediately advised of any future sighting

4, In ths avent, the occurrences of 21/22 December uera
similarly rspeated on the night of 30/31 December, but because of
gn administrative fault, the Wellinogton radar operators were not
aware of the Air Staff request to be informed. My staff first
became suware of the reported sightings of 30/31 Decembser on the
iadin news next day; an oppeortunity to observe the phenomena uas
ast,

5. After the second sightings, and in response to an
inereasingly negative neus media covserage, my staff arranged to
launch an Orion aircraft on the night of 2/3 January; the purpose
of the flight was to allay media chargses this Ministry was acting
irresponsibly, and to see whethar any light could be thrown on ths
reported sightings using the Orion's diseciplined crew and electronic
gquipments., The sortie accomplished the first ecbjective and dreuw
favourable media comment, but added little to our knowledge of the
reasons for the purported UFO sightings. The Orion captain reached
the conclusion that tha Japanesa squid fleet, associatad with the
early morning rise of VYenus wers leading clues, *

/6. Because
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6. Because tha Prime Minister took a close personal
intarest in vhat went on (he apoke with DCAS tuicag, and
specially asksd he bs informed of Defencefs coneclusions to
the study it was undertaking, I bslieve he would wish to sse
a copy of the Rir Staff report.

T The Air Staff reporting officer has interviewed

the principal persons inveolved in the purported UFO sightings,
collaborated with CADMDT, the DSIR and the Metecrolaogical
Servies. I consider his conclusions are valid considsring

the pircumstances. Not surprisingly they are similar %o

those of an investigation inte the first reported UFD sightings
of a "chain of nine sesucer-like objects" over Mt. Rainier, USA,
in 1947 which proved to be mirages caused by a tesmperaturs
inversion,

B. Mr M, Collins of the DSIR has prepared a Departmental
report on the findings of several scientific studies undertaken,
and which is to be submitted to the Minister of Science in the
near futura. The attached report takes account of the findings
of the DSIR investigations, copias of which ars held in Air
Staff. -

9. Fer the reasons given at para 6 I attach copiss of
the Air Staff repert for onforuwarding to the Minister of Defence
and the Primse Minister. DPR plans to issum a PR statement next

weak,
v.-qaw,,u... c -
(C.L. SIEGERT)
AUM _
18 Jan 789 AV

Enclosure: Copies of Air StaPff resport.
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%1 Jamuary 1979

MR D.%. Mitchell
3/36 Rickaby Streeb
Croydon Park

5008 South Australia
AUSTRALIA .

Deaxr Sir,

Thank you for-your letter to the Commanding O0ffiger
of RNZAFT Base Woodbourne concerning information on the recent
TGFO sightings.

The questions you ask in that letter are similar to
those askéd In letters to the Clvil Aviation Division of the
¥inistry of Transport who will be replying to you in due course.

Yours faithfully,

ﬁcom:) '

Bquadron Leasder
RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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RNZAF UFO SIGHTING REPORY

The unidentified radar and visual sightings reported by aircraft and
the Air Traffic Control radars off the north east coast of the South Island
recently, are the result of natural but unusual atmospheric phenomena.fij

This is the conclusion arrived at in the Alr Force's just completed
investigation into the sightings,

Before arriving at his‘ionclusions, the investigating officer
interviewed all the.principie witnesses involved in the sightings on the
nights of 20 and 30 Dagember. He also worked closely with the Department
of scientific and Industrial Research, the Civil Aviation Diviaion of the
Ministry of Transport, and the Meteorological Service.

His report reveals that during the months of December and early @@
January, atmospheric conditions over New Zealand were conducive to frezk
effects on radar and light waves. 3also, the planet Venus was rising in the
eastern sky early in the morning, and at this time of the year is umasually
bright in appearance. (p

It was also revealed that for socme time the Wellington Ailr Traffic
Control radar has been giving spurious returns off the east coast of the
South Island. el

Over the period more than 50 Japanese squid boats sailed from
Wellington to a position 120 miles off Banks Peninsula.

Not only would the squid boats give a good source of radar return
whilst in transit to the sguid fishing groun&s, but they generate a very
large amount of light when f£ishing at night. Each boat generates ahout
200:kilowatts of light to attract sguid to its lures, and this light source
cannot be discounted as a cause of some of the visual sightings.




Tha investigating officer also speculates that lights seen in the
larence River mouth conld have come from trains or vehicles travelling
long the coast, and affected by unusual atmospheric reflections and

afractions. £

There 18 no evidence to connect the many radar and visual sightings

1 the Clarence River and the larger lights seen to the east. Q@

A Ministry of Defence spokesman said the Ministry was completely
itisfied there were no unexplained physical objects in the skies at the

lme of the sightings.

The lights were almost certainly from surface or planetary sources

*fected by atmospheric reflection, refraction and distortion.

Radar sets are known to be subject to spurious returns, and it was
" .gnificant that on the occasions the large light was being filmed by a
tlevision team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or

11lington radars reported any related visual aightings on their screens.

The spokesman said that the Ministry of Defence was not specifically
jarged with formal responsibility for investigating so~called unidentified
ying objects in peacetime. However, the Hinistry does take an active
terest in all such reports and within the limitations of its resources,

nducts investigations as necessary.

Commenting on some media speculation that the country was defenceless
ainst alr attack, the spckesman said that New Zealand did not have
conplex air defence system, comprising sophisticated radar equipment

d 38 force of missiles and interceptor aircraft.




The recently announced Defence Review explains that over the next
:cade at least, a physical threat to New Zealand's security, by sea
- from the air, is so remote that expenditure of funds on

sphisticated air defence egquipments could not be justified.

No costing of a comprehensive alr defence system for New Zealand
td been done, but the Defence spokesman said that the bill would be

iormous and well bevond current resource levels.

The Defence spokesman concluded by saying that the Ministry totally
.scounts the possibility of visits to New Zealand, an? particularly
1 the areas of the country where the recent reports have sugdested, of
den airceraft or other fiying machines. It also categorically discounts
iy suggestion that air activity of any kind has taken place which poses
¥ threat to Hew Zealand's securlity. Defence doas not share the view of
ose who beljeve we are visited from outer space, or covertly by the ajr-

aft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations.




AIR 39/3/3

24 Jenuary 1979

Regional Direetor

Reglonal 0ffice

Ministry of Tramsport

PO Box 27144

Upper Willls Street
WELLINGTON -

COERESPONDENCE : AERTAL FHENOMENA

Ta Please find enclosed 8 letter from Mr Darren W, Mitchell
containing questions relating to the anomalous aerial phenomena
sightings in the Kaikoura region and a covering note from your
office.

2o As the questlions direetly concern air traffic contrel, the
inquiry is returned for your action.

Yours faithfully,

{C.D. COLE)
Squedron Leader
RNZAF Publioc Relations Officer




RESTRICTED"

o Air 39/3/3
Y MINUTE NO 4/1979

tﬁg//wytufiﬁu oot Thor

s
? . Air S5taff
z:'s/

et 2 sofsin g
/‘4‘ i ﬁ. -554 Myyf.&—%r
REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIABLE VISUAL AND RADAR SIGHTINGS
EAST COAST SOUTH ISLAND : DECEMBER 1978

10

Defencals response to news of the alleged presence of UFD!s off
the east coast of the South Island on two svenings in December,
my staff undertook a study of the reported events, and prespared
a report for ma,

As a conseguence of initial adverse media comment about

2. As you know we have traditionally adopted a !low profile?
interest in resported UFO sightings, and until 22 Decamhsr last had
no special arrangements for responding te them. Thus, my staff,
(and subsequently myself) were not informed of the reported
sightings on ths night of 21/22 Dscember, until 1030 hours on 22
Decamber,

3. At that time, and only because the sightings were ohserved
by more than one SAFE Argosy crew on several occasions, visually and
on their aircraft radar, and by Wellington Radar, I agreed that
should similar circumstances be reported again, the RNZAF would
attempt to put an Orion into the area to accurately observe and
report on unusual visual, electronic or meteorological phenamena,
CADMOT were informed of the intent, and they arranged for the Air
Staff duty officer to be immediately advised of any future sightings.

4, In the event, the accurrences of 21/22 December were
similarly repsated on the night of 30/31 Decembar, but beceuse of
an administrative fault, the Wellingten radar operators usre not
aware of the Air Staff request to be informed. My steff first
became aware of ths reporied sightings of 30/31 December on the
radio news next day; an opportunity to observe the phenomena was

Lost. IS cvartio
5. After the second sightings, and in response to” an
increasingly negative neus media coverage, .my staff arranged to
launch an Orion aircraft on the night of 2/3 January; the purpose
of the flight was to allay media charges this Ninistry was acting
irresponsibly, and to ses whether any light could be thrown on the
reported sightings using the Orion!s disciplined creau and electronic
squipments, The sortis aceomplished the first objective and dreu
favourabls media comment, but added little to our knowledgs of the
reascns for the purpeorted UFD sightinos. The Drion capteain rsached
the conclusion that the Japanese squid fleet, assccimted with ths
early morning rise of Venus were leading cluss,

/E. Bacausze
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5. Because the Prime Minister took a closs personal
interest in what went on (he spoks with DCAS tuice?, and
specially asked he be informed of Defencels conclusions to
the study it wag undertaking, I belisve he would wish to ses
a copy of the Bir S5taff report.

7. The Air Staff reporting officer has intervieswed

the principal persons involved in the purported UFQ sightings,
collaborated with CADMOT, the DSIR and the Meteorclogical
Servics. I consider his econelusions ars valid considering

the circumstances. Not surprisingly they are similar to

those of an investigation into the first reported UFO sipghtings
of a "chain of nine saucer-like objects" over Mt. Rainier, USA,
in 1947 which proved to be mirages caused by a temperature
inversion,

8. fir M. Colling of the DSIR has prepared a Departmantal
report on the findings of several scientific studies undertaken,
and which is to be submitted to the Minister of Science in ths
near futurs. The attached repeort takss account of the findings
of the DSIR invastigatieons, copies of which are held in Air
5taff. -

9. For the reessons given at para 6 I attach copies of
the Air 8taff report for onforwarding to ths Minister of Defence
and the Prime Ministsr. DPR plans to issus a PR statement next

wesk,
W
(C.L. SIEGERT)
AYM
18 Jan 79 cas

Enclosura:® Copies of Air Staff report.
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Dear 8ir,
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39/3/3

16 January 1979

I wish to acknowlsdge receipt of your letters of
December and 2 January in which you put foruard theories on

UFD%sg,.

The contents of the lettsrs have been noted.

Yours faithfully,

(G.T. Clarks)
Squadron Lsader
for Direscitor of Public Relations
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39/3/3

16 January 1979

Thank you for your letiar reporting your sighting of an
unusual object in the Marlbozough Seounds last Decsmbsr.

(1]
have raceivaed no other reports of say unusual activity in that
arpa and I am afraid are at a loss io give you an explanation

as to what. it was that you sau.

Yours falthfully,

(B.Tl Clarkﬂ)
Squadren Leader
for Director of Public Relationa

e
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Adix 39/3%/% . " 11th Januvary 1979

REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED VISULL AND
RADAR SIGHTINGS TAST COAST SQUTH ISLAND
DECEMBER 1978

Tntroduction

On the nights of 20/21 December 78 and 30/3%1 December
?8 Wellinghton ATC Radar, and the crews of SAFE Areosy aircralth
(both v1sua1ly and on radar) made many unidentified sightings
off the east coast of the South Island. The first sightings
gave rige %o much publicity by the media and eventual involvement
of the RNZAF when 1t was decided to conduct an Qrion surveillance
of the area on the night of 2/3 January 79. 4%t that Hime it was
decided to start a Defence investigation and this report is
submitted in accordance with DCAS instructions to provide a report
onr the events surrounding the various sightings.

e Air Staff was Tirst advised by ClVll Aviation Division
of Winistry of Transport (CADNOT) of these events mid-morning 21
December 78. Historically, Defence has adopted a 'low profile’

in comnection with reports of unidentified sightings. Chus

CADMOT has not normally reported unusuval sighbtings to Defence,
However, because of the number and nature of reports on the night
20/21 December 78. the Director of Civil Aviation specifically
ingtructed his staff to advise Defence. On the basis of the infor-
mation received Air Staff decided that should any further similar
instances occur we would, if possible, carry out an investigation
by the most appropriate aircraft available over the Christmas
period. CADMOT were advised to contact the Defence Duty Officzer
in the event of any more sightings. As it trapspired the memor-
andunt from CADHCT Head Office to the ATC Cenbtre was not delivered,
thus the events of 30/31 December 78 were not reported to Air
Staff until the next day.

e Other Government agencies, notably DSIR and NZ Heteor-
clogical Serviceg, are conducting their own investigations and
have provided relevant input $o This report. Tae report is
confined to the events of 271 and 31 December 78, It does not
take into account the film made by TV1 on 3 January 72 which is
now being eyamlnod by DSIR &nd will most probably prove to be =2
film of Venus and Jupiter rising.

4.- When interviewing witnesses it was pointed out %o them
that this was not a Jjudicial enguiry. The credibility of
witnesses' statements was taken at face value. However, witnesses
were not necessarily interviewed separately because it was con-
sidered that, with a fairly emotive issue such as 'UF0s', corrob-
oration was best achieved by interviewing observers of the same
events together, .

JEvents 20/21 ...
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Twents 20/21 December 78 (Refer Chart at Annex A)

5. " On 20/21 December 78 there were two SAFE Argosy flights
from Woodbourne to Christchurch one of which proceeded to Dunedin
and terminated, and the other returned to Woodbourne. The firs¥%
ajreraft departed Woodbourne 210110 NZDT, At 0159 when soubh-
bourd to Christchurch the aireraft capbain was asked by Wellinston
Radar to check the Clarence River area because Wellingbton ATC

was receliving radar returns from there. The crew observed lignbs
at low level that could possibly have been off the Clarence River
mouth but when the aireraft was about 30 miles north the lights
appeared to go out or disappear. During this period Christchurch
was visible and the sky was clear. Later in the morning (0406)
wher the aircraft was nerthbound the crew was again reguested bo
check the area because Wellington Radar was again picking uwp redar
returns in that vicinisvy. The aircraft crew confirmed bhat iighis
were visible to seaward and the crew got the impression of the
lights making rectangular patterms at irregular frequency. The
lights had a beam appearance rather than a.point source appearance
and seemed to turn away rather than turn off. One light appeared
to illuminate the surface of the water and the alrcraft captain.
assesses that the source of the light could have heen at aboutb
1,000 feet. However, it is the reporting officer’s opinion that
from the aircrafi’s height (14,000 feet) it would not be possible
to judge accurately the height of lights below the aircraft.

One possibility is that the aircraft captain was observing lights
from cars or trains because the main road and railway run parallel
and very close to the coast for some miles in this area. However,
the aircraft captain considers that the sightings could have been
produced by four. or five heliceopters and the whole thing was 'quibe
undramatic?! The likelihood of such extensive aeronavntical
setivity has not been confirmed by eny reports received from the
Police or local inhabitants, In fact, no reports have besn
received and the Police do not have any interest in the area.

6. The second aircraft, which departed Woodbocurne at 0315,
was also asked by Wellington Radar to look at the Clarence River
mouth area because Wellingbon was picking up radar returns there.
That aircraft crew did not observe anything in the region either
visually or on radar.

e Subsequent investigations and scientific observation
carried out by DSIR proves conclusively (in the revorting officer's
opinion) that Wellington SRE Radar does give anomalous radar
reburns off the east coast off the South Island. This was proved
by DSIR observation of the Wellington radar 8/9 January 79 and
taking a series of photographs of the radar presentation throughout
the night. Concurrently three field parties were stationed ab
vantage points along the east coast with 12dio communications to
the Radar Control Centre. On several occasicons during the night
when many largerebturns were painting on Wellington Radar the
cbservers on the coast conld see nothing either in the air or on
the sea in the positions passed to them by the Radar Controller.

/Furthermore
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Furthermore, from discussions with two or three conbtrollers it

is evident that the Wellington SRE has for several months been
giving anomalous radar returns in the Clarence area and south

of Wellington. % is possible that this cculd be caused by

a modification that was recently made to the radar head at
Fellington depressing it one-degree, DSIR scienbists are following
up this possibility ard their findinge should be available in due
COoUrse. : . -

8. There is no evidence to suggest that there was any
clandestine activity in the viecinity of the Clarence River mouth.
It is possible however that surface vessels could have been in

the area with or without navigation lights but it is doubtful

that such vessels could have given rise to the visual observation
made by the aircraft crew. The fact that Wellingbon Radar 'keyed®
both aifcraft captains to look for objects in the Clarence area
might welil have induced observations irom the air which might or
might not have been related to the Wellingbon Radar returns.

9. From information supplied by DSIR, the NZ Meteorological
Services, and astronomers, it is evident thet during this period,
and indeed for the last month or so, atmospheric conditions have
been conducive to freak propogation of radic and light waves.

Thus it is possible that the lights observed by the ajrcraft canbair
could have been praduced by ships'-lights reflected or xrelfracted
from afar. Such anomzlous propogetiorn (ducting) could alsc give
rige to spuriocus radar returns. Hote: The reporting officer has -
just received (1155 NZDLT) a report from Auckland that ATC hes N
issuned a NOTAM that Auckiland Radar is giving spurious returns causec
by atmospheric conditions. .

10. During the period that the Wellingten Radar Controller
was in dialogue with the aircraft capbains abouit radar returns in
the Clarence area the radar was also tracking a steady veturn on

a track of 1407 (M) which started at Wellington, proceeded to 30
miles and then, with less consistent radar returns, tracked oub to
60 miles where it became statiocnary for 35 minules. It then moved
west and appeared to "track' the second soubthbound Argesy at about
0328, The Wellington Radar Controlier alerted the czptain that
there was a strong radar reburn about 25 miles to the port of the
gireralt, Tne aircrait crew observed op that bearing a very bright
light which they variously describe as a bright orb, pear shaped
with a reddish tinge that then turned white. From the aircraft
the object appeared to be statiopary by visual observstion bui by
the ailrcraft radar appeared to track the aircraft. The light
appeared to be very close - less than ten miles. Although the
aireraft radar refurn and the visual observation of the light wers
on more or less the same bearing the crew cannot confirm bthat the
range was coincident. It is significant that within a few minutes
of the crew’s observation, Venus was rising on a bearing that
coincided with Gheir visual observation. D3IR optics, physics,
and meteorological experts have confirmed that prevailing atmos-
pheric conditions might well have produced most unusual dbub nob
unknown phenomena that could have mede Venus appear large, bright
znd orange. There is a plethora of astronomical information thav
describes this phenomenon, Thus it is highly probable +that the
aircrew's observation was an unusual view of Venus.

RESTR ‘rTFn /1. The Tadar
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11. The radar returns observed on the aircraft radar might
have been caused by a nabural return by a ship or perhaps could
have been ancmalous returns caused by the prevailing atmospheric
conditions. During the period 19 -~ 28 December 73 some 50
Japanese squid boats sailed from Wellingfon to the area of the
Mernoo Bank (120 miles east of Ranks Peninsula). These vessels
departed ¥ellingbton in groups of about 10 and their track to

their fishing grounds is almost identical To the radar track
plotted by Wellington radar. Yhile there is no coheclusive proof
that these vessels could have caused the fairly steady trace
observed by Wellington it is a fact that during the period of all
these observablons there was no shortage of shipping in the area.
Furthermore, once in position and fishing, the squid fleet would
have produced an intense light source which coupled with prevailing
metsorological conditions could have been responsible for manry and
varied reflected or refracted light images. (Fach boat puts oub
about 200kw of light.) .

12. 4 further observation (which has not been reported by

the media) was made by the crew of this the same Argosy when the
aircraft was some 50 miles north east of Christchurch. The
captain observed five consecutive blips on the aircraft radar which
over a period of five seconds traced a pattern towards the aircraft
and then veered off very sharply to its port. Simultanecusly the
co-pilot observed a flashing white 1light (which loocked like &
strobe light) describing fthe same sort of path. Por the brief
period that the rebturns were received on radar the object nmust

have been travelling at aboubt 10,80Cmph! This sighbing, above

all others during the night, caused the crew considerable consterna-
tionl It is possible that such a phenomenon could be produced

by a meteor which are not unknown at this time of theyear. A
further possible explanation could be that the effect was caused
by a ‘double bounce' radar contact produced by ducting. it is
note-worthy that an RNZAF Orion crossing Cape Palliser on 9 Januvary
78 at 1652 FZDP observed a radar contaet at 15 miles moving fast
towards the zircraft. There was no cloud and no surface conbacls
visible. The radar return crossed the aircraft's track one mile
ahead, but there was no visual sighbing. The closing speed was
calculated at 1,000mph thus the object itgelf was travelling ab
some 630 mph. CPHY stalfs have considered the possibilities and
assess that the radar return could have been of an object 200

miles north of N7 (perhaps cloud) with freak propogation giving
rise to the radar observation made in the aircraft. But for
knowing that a Defence enquiry was under way OPHQ would not normally
have considered iv necessary to pass on this inforwation.

13. A further sighting on the 20/271 December 78 was made by
the Orderly Officer and Duby Air Traffic Controller at RNZAF BRase
VWoodbourne, At 2550 the Orderly OfLficer saw what he considersd

to be three lights of a Bristol Preighter three to four miles

from ¥oodbourne. However, as no aircraft could be heard and the
lights did not appear to get any closer he checked through binoc-
ulars and determined that the lights appeared to be going towards
Wellington, Of the three lights the middle one appeared as a
white beam pointing northward. The lipghts appeared to move upward

2
L)
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and sround in a rectangular pabttern but at random speed. He
observed the lights for gbout 50 minutes. The bearing from
Woodbourne was about 0807 (¥), i.e., towards Cape Campbell.

At one stage the lights appeared to ‘rush forward’ but generally
over the period seemed to move northward and evenbually fade,

In comparative terms the observer considered that the lights!
patbtern looked like somebody ‘'spotlighting'. The Duty Air
Traffic Controller observed the same lights from the control
tower balcony. His impression was that the lights comprised
one bright orange light and two less intense whibte lights, The
large light appeared to remain stationary while the obher two
seemed to move north. 4 shaft of light periodigally appeared
to 'beam down' from the white lights at about 40 in a northerly
direction. Using binoculars zpparently had no enlarging efiect
on the lights! This could indicate that the lights were at

a great distance from the observer and not in Cook Strait as he
imagined, ‘fhis thesis is supported by the fact that on checking
with Tellingbon Rasdar the Wocdbourne chserver was advised that
the radar was painting five targets in the Clarence area bub ne
mention was made of any rebturns in Gook Straitb. It is highly
improbable that fthe radar returns and the visual observations wewe
in any way connected.

14, The reporting officer awalits a copy of the taped conver- -
sation between the Fellington Radar Controller, the aircraflt and

the Woodbourne obzerver and in addition the Woodbourne observer

is preparing a sketch map showing bearings, etc, in more detail,

Then these two pieces of evidence are available they may shed

nmore light on the cccurrence!

Summary

15. It is the reporting officer's, opinion thait almost all
the sightings made 20/21 December 78 can be explained by natural
bub uvnusual phenomena. There were atmospheric conditions that
could have preoduced unuswal viswal and radar reburns. There

is no doubt that Wellingbon SRE was (and still is) giving spurious
radar refturns in the area under surveillance. #With some of the
visual sightings of 'beams® of light it is only possible to
speculate on possible causes. On-going investigation by DSIR
scienbtists and the reporting officer may help to clarify this

in due course. Perheps the most difficult aspect to explain
away is the apvarent concern - even apprehension -~ of the zircrews
involved in the sightinps. 4t present they do not seem to be
prepared to accept the fact that they might have observed Venus.
Thankfully, however, neither do they believe that they saw a visitor
from outer space! Perhaps when more scientific evidence is
gathered their minds will be set at rest. '

Events 30/31 December Y8 (Refer Chart at Annex B)

6. On 30/31 December 78 an Argosy on & routine flight Gut
carrying the TV crew that made the film shown on Australian TV)
departed Wellington at 2346 to proceed Christchurch and then

/return
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return to %Yoodbourne,

17, A% O01% while climbing to 14,000 feet the aircraft

crew observed four to five lights c¢lose to the surface mear the
coast of the Xaikcura Peninsula (pos+ibly in the Clarence River
area but the crew were not sure and did not confirm with their
radar). Cn checking with Wellingbon ATC the crew were advised

* that %ellingbton Radar had contacts 13 miles ahead of the zircrald
{(these would have been off Clarence). The crew observed a
pulsing type of white light that looked like a helicoptér search
light zooming on to the beach somewhere north of the Kaikoura
Peninsula. Again, it is diffiecult to explain the lights, short
of them being some anomalous type of reflection or refraction,
cars; or btraius. However it is most probable that the Wellington
Radarx returns were spurious.

18. At 0018 when the aircraft was about 10 miles north of
the Clarence River fiouth, Wellington Radar advised the crew
that there was a strong radar return behind them. They crbited

and sz2w nothing. This was almost certainly a spurious radar
return,. ' ¢

13 ~ i - -
19, At CO4Z when the aircraft was about 10 miles northeast

of Motunau Island, Jellington Radar advised the crew that there

was a large radar target behind the aircraft that appeared on

the radar screen as a blip larger than the aircrafit return and
appeared to be tracking the Argosy. The aircraft capbtain carried
out a left orbit bubt neither he nor the first officer saw anything.
The crew did not refer to the aircraft radar and Christchurch
radar was not operating for ATC purposes at the time,

20, Just before crossing the coast near Woodend the crew
ocbgserved a white light on the starboard side of the aireraft arpd
Christchurch Radar advised that there was a target at three-ofclock
to the aircraft that 'moved off’' when the aircraft was about

1.5 miles from touch down. No reports have been received from
inhabitants of the area of any unusval lights or aeronautical
activity. Thus, again, the natural explanaticn is that the light
and radar return were spurious’ possibly caused by some sort of
anomalous propogation.

21, It is interesting to note that while btaxiing to dispersal
both the aircrew on the Argosy and the ATC officers in the control
tower observed lights to the right of Sugar ILoaf Hill which seemed
o have the same pulsating characteristics as the lights observed
earlier during the flight. The bearing of these lights would
almost certainly coincide with the bearing of the squid fleet from
Christchurch and if the lights could be proved to be refracted

or reflected returns from the squid vessels much of the mystery
would be golved!

22, At 0216 the aircraft departied Christchurch on the 033
radial. %hen overhead Woodend both crew members observed =
large white light to the northeast. They also observed on the
aircraft radar a very large btarget at 18 miles from the esircreft.
The crew cannot be positive that.the light and the radar return
were coincident but that was the appearance that they gave,
Slightly before these observations the first officer had noticed
through thin cloud a light whiech he descrives as having vhe
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appearance of a squashed orange. Eventually this light became
fully visible and measured against the thumb at arms length
eppeared to be about two inches lorng, that is, a very large
source of light. The crew observed this light for some minutes
while cruising at 15,000 feel. Between 35 and 40 miles from -
Christchurch the aircraft captain, of his.ogn volition, turned
towards the %ight.. Thisonecessitated g 90" turn onto a heading
of about 125~ at aboul 25~ banik. The aircraft speed was 215
knots. The image on the aircraft radar moved to 10 miles from
the aircraft but the crew cannot say whether this was due to
their velocity or the movement of the radar return. The radar
image then stayed in the same relative position to the aircraft
for a few minubtes (as if it were 'backing up' at the aircraft's
speed). At this stage the large light appeared to go above,
behind, and below the aircraft as the captain turned left to
regain track and avoid further ‘’confrontation’ with the object!
This series of evenbs occurred over a time frame of about 20
minutes, Throughout, Christchurch radar was worlking but reportaed
nothing. Wellington Radar had been obgserving the aireraft during
the period but did not report any unidentified radar contact in
that area.

23, The visual observation made by the crew is consistent
with an unusual view of Venns. The bearing of the observation
coincides with the point at which Venus would have been visible.
However, this observation was made at aboubt 0225 and Venus d4id
not rise uptil about 03%328. Nevertheless, DSIR scienbtists have
advised that with super refraction it would be possible tc see
the planet some time before it's acbual rising and if it were
‘seen it would have the appearance that the crew described. The
last effect of the light passing above, below and behind the
aireraft could be explained by an astronomical phenomenon known
as the 'troublesome layer'. In the prevailing conditions with
a marked inversion above about 10,000 feet, and fairly strong
westerly winds with standing waves on the leeward side of the
Alps the inversion layer can take on a marked wave form. Thus
at the time that the light performed ifts convolutions around
the aircraft it is possible that the aircraft was passing from
one side of the inversion layer to the obther. The fact that
the light was no longer visible tends to support this thesis and
it is most probable that the aireraft's radar return was spurious
or of a ship, in view of the lack of confirmation of any other
targets in the area by the Wellingbton Radar.

24, As the aircraft approached Kaikoura two or three radar
contacts were noted on the aircraft radar at about ten o’elock
position, These would be consistent with the radar returns
Wellington bhad noted in the Clarence area for most of the night -
and were almost certainly spurious.

25. Approaching Cape Campbell the aircraft capbain cbsgerved
what ke thounght was a fishing fleeb off Cape Palliser, These
might well have been part of the squid fleet enroute south.

26. As the aircraft turned towards Blenheim the first officer
observed what appeared to be orange lights in the Nelson Bay area
which appeared to move across the sounds towards Picton. No

explanation can be offered for this observation but it has not
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been confirmed by any sightings made from the ground. The
airc;aft landed at Blenheim at 0315.

Conclusions

27.

28,

29.

Findings:

The foregoing report has been compiled after interviews
with most of the principle witnesses involved with the sightings
20/21 and 30/3%1 December ‘1978, The SAFE pilots were most help-
ful to Fhe reporting officer in the very frank mannmer in which
they related their experiences and the Time they spent in inter-
view. It is considered that the reporting officer shounld, as
soon as pogsible, informally debrief the BAFE mircrew involved
on the general tenor of the findings to date.

Tt is evident that because of the interest over these
gightings reports will continue to come in from variocus sources
and on-going investigations by DSIR and meteorological officers
will probably serve to correlate much of the informaition.
Nevertheless, it is conaidered that Defence should issue a PR
gstatement fairly scon in order to tone down much of the wild
speculation that has existed over recent weeks.

In summary the reporting officer has made the following

8.

=

T.

Doring the period of the observations, and indeed
now, atmospheric conditions over NZ are conducive
to freak propogation of radio and light waves.

Venus was rising in the eastern sky and at this
time of the year is unusually bright in appearance,

Wellington Radar has been giving spurious indica~
tions off the east coast of the South Island for
some time bubt over recent weeks anomalous returns
seem to have been moere prevalent.

During the period an unusually large number of
vessels (the squid fleet) sailed from Wellington,
often at night, to position off Banks Peninsula.
ot only would these vessels provide a good source
for radar returns but the lights that they use
when fishing could exglain some of the wvisual
sightings of unusual lighis,

The reporting officer speculates that the cbserva~
tion of lights in the Clarence arez might have
been caused by trains or cars.

The reporting officer is of the opinion that

the large pumber of unusual occurrences on

/the nights
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the nights in question made scome aircrew and
air traffic controllers particularly respon-
sive to the various sightings.

.There is no connection between the many sightings
in the Clarence area and the larger lights seen

to the east (and which were the subject of the
much publicised TV films),

Almost all the sightings can be explained by
natural but unusual phenomena. The few fox
which the evidence to date iw inconclusive may
well be explained in due course when current
investigations are completed.

Wing Commander
Director of Operations
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Public Ralations,
Dafence Headouartiss,
Wellingtan N.Z.

“‘telephone: 43 G600 Ext. 002 ar 792.

RNZATF UFQ SIGHTING BEPORT

the unidentified radar and visual sichtings reported by aircraft and
the Ailx Traffic Control radars off the north east coast of the South Island
recently, are the result of natural but unusual atmospheric phenomena.

This is the conclusion arrived at in the Air Force's just completed
J TeStigation into tne sightings.

Before arriving at his conclusions, the investigating ocfficer
interviewed all the principle witnesses invelved in the sightings on the
nights of 20 and 30 December. He also worked closely with the Depariment
of Scientific and Industrial Research, the Civil aviation Division of the
Ministry of Transport, and the Meteorological Service.

His report reveals that during the months of December and early
January, atmospheric conditions over New Zealand were conducive to freak
effects on radar ané light waves. Also, the planet Venus was rising in the
pastern sky early in the morning, and at this time of the vear is uwnusually
bright in appearance.

J

It was also revealed that for some time the Wellington Air Traffic
Control radar nas been giving spurious returns cff the east coast of the
South Island.

‘Over the period more than 50 Japanese squid boats sailed fxom
Wellington to a position 120 miles off Banks Peninsula.

Not only would the squid boats give & good source of radar return
whilst in transit to the squid fishing grounds, but they generate a very
large amount of light when fishing at night. Each boat generates about
200. kilowatts of light to .attract squid to its lures, and this light source
cannot be discounted as a cause cof some of the visual sightings.




\ .
. 2
Thaginvestigating officer also gpecnlates that lights seen in the
Clacence River mouth could have:come from trains or vehicles travelling
along the coast, and affected by unusual atmospheric reflections and

refractions.

There is no evidence to connect the many radar and visual sightings

in the Clarence River and the larger lights seen to the east.

A Ministry of Defence spokesman said the Ministry was completely

%tisficd there were no unexplainad physical objects in the skies at the
time of the sightings.

oy

Y

The lights were almost certainly from_surfacé'or planetary sources

affected by atmospheric reflection, refraction and distortion.

Radar sets are known to be gubject to spurious returns, and it was
significant that on.the occasions the large light was being filmed by a
_television team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or
Wellington radars reported any related viéual sightings on their screens.

: .

The spokesman said that the Ministry of Defence was not specifically
charged with formal responsibility for inveétigating so-called unidentified
flyigg cbjects in peacetime. However, the Ministry does take an active
interest in all éuch reports and within the limitations of its resources,
conducts investigaltions as necessary. -

Commenting on some media specdlation that the country was defenceless
against air attack, the spokesman said that New Zealand did not have
a complex air defence system, comprising sophisticated radar equipment

and a force of missiles and interceptor aircraft.




The recently announced Defence Review explains that cver the next
decade at ieast, a physical threat to New 2Zealand’s security, by sea
or from the air, is so remote that gxpenditure of funds on
sophisticated air defence equipments could not be justified.

No costing of a comprehensive alr defence system for New Zealand
had been done, but the Defesnce spokesman said that tﬁe bill would be
encrmous and well beyvond current resource levels.

Tile Defence spokesman concluded by saying that the Ministry totally
discounts the possibility of vigits to New Zealand, and particularly
to the areas of the country where the ;ecent reports have suggested, of
alien aircraft or other flying machines. It also categorically discounts
any suggestion that air activity of any kind has fﬁken place which poses
any threat to New Zealand's gsecurity. Defence does not share the view of

those who believe we are visited from outer space, or covertly by the air-

craft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations.
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RN Air 39/3/3 P

22 March 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchaster Road
West Timperls
Atbbinchun 7

L

Bear Sir,

Thapk,yau for. your letisr of 13 March esking Por details
of the rppo¥f'pn the sightings gf Unidentified Flying 8bjects
during the Christmas/Neu Year period.

Thé,ﬂix Force™s invgﬁtié&tinn raport wss not made public.
However, I hawa;quigppd*é,capy’bf;ﬁha statenont conteining the
findings 'of the investigation tHat' ums relsaged to the madia,

I paiiaya-ﬁhis statemant will provide you with the
informaticn you seak. _—

Yours faithfully,

)

{C.D, CBLE)
Squadron lLeader
RNZAF-.Public Relationa Offic:

Enclpsurs




MR3Z . &

HARRY HARRIS rael
Salicltor
Talaphono : 061-862 6240 & 968 3942 346 Manchester Road
] \ (Washway Road)
. ‘ West Timperley
our ner; BH/CH AIRMAIL Altrincham
i Cheshire

YOUR REF:

i3th March, 1979

- O HAR 1979

[ . REGISTRY
EEEE’%TI{BE HOFIRS

. Ministry of Defence,

Private Bag,

Wellington, SNy R
New Zealand., T

Dear 8irs, .

Re: "New Years Eve U.F.0 Sightines etc"

I would be grateful to receive details of your Government's official
explanation for the above incident as the whole topic interests me immensely.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours feit 1y,

REFERRED 7O N

R
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COVERING RESTRICTED

;zlephnne: Christchurch 794-240 RNZAF Support Group
Ext 734 : RNZAF Base Wigram
Private Bag
CHRISTCHURCH

In reply quote: S@ 2/13/ATIR

The Chief of Alr Staff
Royal New Zealand Air Force
Defence Headquarters
Private Bag

WELLINGTON

RNZAY/DSIR INVESTIGATION INTO
UNIDENTIFIED FLYTNG OBJECTS

Forwarded for your action is a letter Ifrom Warrant Officer
Uffindell regarding the recent interdepartmental investigation into
unidentified flying objects. Commanding Officer Woodbourne's
covering letter is attached.,

L

(d.5.R. SAUKDERS)
Squadron Leader
for Commander

Enclosure: 1. Letter from Warrant Officer Uffindell, dated
: 30th Janwary 1979.

ol r—‘ . ¢
“ﬁg%ééﬁ%&?Qn 2. Covering letter from Commanding Oificer RNZAF
ke ¥ -] Base Woodbourne, 4/ATR, dated 31st Januvary 1979.
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IN REPLY QUOTE ... 44 AT2 31 Jamwary 1979
a “ f"/‘ .
The(‘Cunmz:-.';; ....__[__ .
‘ REZAF Support Group i
LNZF Bnge
Private dap
CERISTCHURCH
1
RNZAR/DS18 INVESTICATION INTO
THINEETIFTED FLYTHE OBJECTS
1, Attasched is a letter from Warrant Officer I.B. Uffindell

in which he expresses his reservations about the resulits of the inter-
departmental inquiry into the Seuth Island east coast UFO sightings in
December 1978, :

2. Warrant Officer ULfindell observed objects from this Base
the night of 22/23 December while these were simultsngously plobted
by Uellingfton Radar., The duty Flight Service Officer, Hr Bill Frame,
corroboraies the Warrant Officer's observations. Thus Uffindell had
a versonal &nd professional interest in the outcome of the inguiry.

3. The inter-deparimental team visited Woodbowrme on Friday,
5 January 1979, end during my time with them I gained the firm impres-
sion that they were here to "whiiewesh" the affair, The DSIR ‘chaps
lad the answers before they heard the evidence, and when the evidenoe
did not fit the preconceived theory, then it was scemingly put aside,

4. I nold no particular views on the matter, but do agree
with Warract Officer Uffindell's opinion that the RNZAP has gained no -
benefit from the affair. The Safe Air captains involved have both
been quite tritical of the outcome of the Inquiry, end therefore,
indirectly, of ihe REZAP. .
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0 /0 2B, ULfindell

30th January 1979

The Commanding Offlicer
RNZAF Base Woodbourne

UFQ_INVESTIGATION

1. I feel that the findings of the Defence Investigation
Committee on UFQ's off the Marlborough coast Dec T8/Jan 79 are an
ingult %o all those 1nvnlved in the sightlnga and Bubsequent
investigation.

P Whilst the committee was comprised of men with a high
degree of intelligence, and acientific background, I belleve they
were all biased towards the type of Finding they arrived stf, before
they even commenced their inquiry. This was particularly true of
Mr Thompson from the meteorlogicsl service. He had rubbished the
idea of anything but atmogpberic conditions being the cause, on
nuneroug occaslons on the TV news. .

Ze Purthermore, Wg Cdr Clements, the committee chairman, gtated

i, What he had no doubts whatever that they wonld find the cause fo be

“‘ggtronomical or meteorlogical phenomenaz, and the oiher three members

-*Jgﬁreed. This was on Friday Sth January, the inguiry was then still

it firet dayl

4. Wg Cdr Clements further stated that CDS had ordered the
inquiry, that they were drsgging all the old flles out of the archives,
end thet they were going to try and find the cause or gource of the
sightings, no matter how long 1% took. Tet exactly three weeks later
on Thursday 25th January the f£lndings are out, case is closed and we
don't wart to hear snything more ambout it.

5. On Monday 22nd January Mr Bill Frame and I took bhearings
and elevations from the Woodbourne control tower Ho where we had
witnessed three UFD's for an hour. I don't think he even haed time to
send them to the commitiee, yet they had requested that we take them.

6. 8ir, it is my opinion that this inguiry was a farce from
beginning to end and has done much to tarnish the RNZAF's image in
the public's eye. I request you draw (DS's atiention to the points
I have raised and urge him to re-open the .inquiry, this time with at
least some people who hold an open mind on such metters.




